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The process many K–2 students follow when creating writing.
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For developing writers, it’s often helpful to teach them a process, with the knowl-
edge that over time they will adapt what you’ve taught them and will develop a 
process that works for them personally.

Many children in grades K–2 are taught to follow a process whereby they begin 
to plan by generating a topic, and then spend time talking and/or sketching to 
further plan out what they’ll say. After that, they draft their writing, often first in 
sketches and then later by adding words. Often they will draft many examples of the 
type of writing they are trying to make, before going back to choose one or two to 
revise and edit (Calkins 1994). See below for a visual example of process. I find that 
children’s stamina at this age is greatest during the phases where they are making 
new pieces—either planning out what they’ll write or drafting.

In early elementary grades, most teachers help each child set up a writing folder 
and offer students lots of choices of paper to support their work during writing time. 
Students will independently choose single pages or prestapled booklets. (For more on 
managing paper choice, see the section on writing centers, beginning on page 20.)
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Many students in grades 3 and above will follow a process similar to this one.

13Getting Started

Many students in grades 3 and above will follow a process similar to this one.

Keep in mind that the process you introduce to students may not always be 
exactly what they follow—what’s more important is that they follow some process 
to get ideas, work on them, and work on them some more. In the wise words of 
Murray, “The process is not linear, but recursive. The writer passes through the 
process once, or many times, emphasizing different stages during each passage. 
There is not one process, but many” (Murray 1985, 4).
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